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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Businger, John A. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 112 
Extent: 4 boxes (4 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. John A. Businger Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Gift of John A. Businger, 1999. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Sarah McColgan, 2000; updated by Abigail Cramer, 
2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents Businger’s 28-year career as a Massachusetts State 
Representative from the 15
th
 Norfolk district. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection includes legislation, correspondence, press releases as well as subject files 
documenting issues specific to Brookline. This collection also includes records of various 
caucuses, commissions, and committees on which Businger served, including the Commission 
on a John F. Kennedy Memorial, the Energy Committee, the Committee on Housing and Urban 
Development, the Committee on State Administration, and the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 112 - John A. Businger Papers 
Page 2 of 14 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
John A. Businger was born on February 5, 1945 in Cleveland, Ohio.  He graduated from St. 
Joseph High School and earned an A.B. from Boston College in 1967.  He served in the United 
States Navy in 1969 and attended Boston College Law School in the early 1980s. In 1970, 
Businger, a Democrat, was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives on an anti-
draft, pro-tenant platform from the 15
th
 Norfolk district representing Brookline.  Previously, he 
served as a Brookline Town Meeting member.  He founded and chaired the largest tobacco 
caucus in the nation, the Legislative Tobacco Control Caucus.  He also founded the 
Massachusetts Central Artery Rail Link Legislative Caucus (MCARL).  He chaired the Committee 
on Election Laws and Government Structure and the Committee on Urban Affairs, and he chaired 
the Brookline Caucus, the Muddy River Legislative Caucus, the Legislative North/South Rail Line 
Caucus, and the Caucus on Older Citizens’ Concerns. He served on other committees including 
Transportation, State Administration, Housing and Urban Development, and Energy and Local 
Affairs, and he served on commissions including the Special Commission on the Feasibility of 
Minimum Adequate Income, the JFK (John F. Kennedy) Memorial Commission, and the Special 
Commission Relative to Lowering the Age of Majority to 18.  In 1998, he became the second 
longest continuously serving member of the House, after Representative Anthony Scibelli, who 
served for 48 years.  In November 1998, he lost his re-election bid to Ronny Sydney and retired 
to private life.  
 
Representative Businger’s legislative priorities included tenant rights, voter registration by mail, 
smoke-free public areas, maintaining fair gasoline prices, affordable housing, and women’s rights.  
He was a member of several organizations that reflect his concerns with social issues including 
Americans for Democratic Action, the Democratic State Committee (1976-1988), Citizens for 
Participation in Political Action, and the Brookline Family Day Care Board. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in four series as follows: 
Series I. Brookline, 1973-1982 
Series II. Legislation, 1975-1998 
Series III. Caucuses, Commissions, and Committees, 1952-1999 
Series IV. Constituent Correspondence, 1971-1997 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
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Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Gift of John A. Businger, 1999. 
 
Appraisal, Destruction, and Scheduling 
The following items have been removed from the collection: 
 Duplicate items have been removed from the collection 
 Published materials available elsewhere have been removed from the collection 
 
Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Brookline, 1973-1982  
Scope and Content 
This series documents the conversion of apartments to condominiums in Brookline and the issue 
of rent control.  The series contains correspondence, lawsuits, legislation, and reports on the 
issue as well as some local newspaper clippings. 
 
Arrangement 
This series is arranged in Businger’s original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Brookline Correspondence undated, 1979, 1980 
1 2 Brookline Legislation undated, 1979-1981 
1 3 Brookline Reports undated, 1977-1979 
1 4 Other Cities and Towns undated, 1980, 1982 
1 5 Lawsuits 1980, 1981 
1 6 Lawsuits, Other Cities and Towns 1974, 1979-1981 
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1 7 Restricting Conversion (S.2201 of 1981) undated, 1980, 1981 
1 8 Restricting Conversion, Correspondence and 
Press (S.2201 of 1981) 
undated, 1981 
1 9 Restricting Conversion (H.2482, H. 3753, H.6375 
of 1982) 
undated, 1982 
1 10 Restricting Conversion, Correspondence  (H.2482, 
H. 3753, H.6375 of 1982) 
undated, 1982, 1983 
1 11 Cities and Towns to Control Conversion (H. 3079 
of 1983) 
undated, 1983 
1 12 Cities and Towns to Control Conversion, 
Correspondence (H.3079 of 1983) 
undated, 1983 
1 13 Rent Control undated, 1973, 
1974, 1976 
 
Series II: Legislation, 1975-1998  
Scope and Content 
This series includes legislation sponsored by Businger. This series supplements the material in 
Series III.  
 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged chronologically. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 14-29 Businger-Sponsored Legislation (16 folders) 1975-1998 
1 30 Budget Amendments 1997 
1 31-41 Sponsor List (11 folders) Nov.1982-Dec. 1990 
2 42-59 Sponsor List (18 folders) Jan. 1993-Dec. 1998 
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Series III: Caucuses, Commissions and Committees, 1952-1999  
Scope and Content 
This series documents the various caucuses, commissions, and committees with which Businger 
was involved during his career, and it includes their minutes, reports, bill drafts, press releases, 
correspondence, and newspaper clippings. Also included are voting records Businger maintained 
for special bills. 
 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged in their original order, which is first by caucus, 
commission, or committee and then alphabetically within each. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
# # Title date-date 
2 60 Legislative Tobacco Control Caucus (LTCC): Anti-
Smoking Legislation of the 1990s 
undated 
2 61 LTCC: Correspondence 1994, 1996-1998 
2 62 LTCC: Mass. Tobacco Control Program Budget 1996 
2 3-Mar LTCC: Meetings 1996-1998 
2 4-Mar LTCC: Membership 1995-1998 
2 65 LTCC: Memos 1995-1998 
2 66 LTCC: Other States 1990, 1998 
2 67 LTCC: Press Clippings 1994-1999 
2 68 LTCC: Press Releases Received undated, 1993, 
1995-1998 
2 69 LTCC: Press Releases Sent 1993-1998 
2 70 LTCC: Restaurant Smoking Ban: in Brookline 1993-1997 
2 71 LTCC: Restaurant Smoking Ban: Newspaper 
Clippings 
1993-1995 
2 72 LTCC: Restaurant Smoking Ban: in Other 
Massachusetts Towns 
1993, 1998 
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2 73 LTCC: Restaurant Smoking Ban: Studies 1993, 1994, 1997 
2 74 LTCC: Sales Tax 1992 
2 75 LTCC: Sale of Tobacco Products 1993-1994 
2 76 LTCC: Smoking in the Workplace 1993 
2 77 LTCC: Tobacco Divestment in Pension Funds undated, 1997 
2 78 LTCC: Tobacco Divestment: Bill History 1987-1997 
2 79 LTCC: Tobacco Divestment: City Resolutions 1997 
2 80 LTCC: Tobacco Divestment: Other States 1997 
2 81 LTCC: Tobacco Health Education undated, 1998 
2 82 LTCC: Voting Records undated, 1995-
1997 
2 83 LTCC: (H. 2961 of 1993) Smoking on Public 
Conveyances 
1993 
2 84 LTCC: (H.4587 of 1993) Tobacco Divestment in 
Pension Funds 
1993 
2 85 LTCC: (H.4669 of 1993) Protect the Health of Minors undated, 
1993,1996 
2 86 LTCC: (H.4840 of 1993) Prohibiting Smoking in the 
State House 
undated, 
1987,1993-1994 
2 87 LTCC: (H.3761 of 1994) Prohibit the Sale of Tobacco 
Products in Public Buildings 
1994 
2 88 LTCC: (H.4483 of 1994) Prohibit Smoking in the State 
House 
1994 
2 89 LTCC: (H.4484 of 1994) “Tobacco Use” on Death 
Certificates 
1994 
2 90 LTCC: (H.4488 of 1994) Reimbursement for Tobacco 
Caused Illnesses 
1994 
2 91 LTCC: (H.4721 of 1994) Prohibiting Smoking in 
Restaurants 
1994 
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2 92 LTCC: (H.5401 of 1994) Restrict Smoking in State 
House 
1994 
2 93 LTCC: (H.2509 of 1995) Tobacco Sales Tax 1995 
2 94 LTCC: (H.2564 of 1995) Regulate Smoking in Public 
Places 
1995 
2 95 LTCC: (H.4603, H.4604 of 1995), Regulate Smoking 
in Public Places 
1995 
2 96 LTCC: (H.4603 of 1995) Protect the Health of the 
General Public 
1995 
2 97 LTCC: (H.4604 of 1995) Regulate Smoking in 
Restaurants 
1995-1996 
2 98 LTCC: (H. 4605 of 1995) Prohibiting Smoking in the 
State House 
1995 
2 99 LTCC: (H.4908 of 1995) Prohibiting Smoking in the 
State House 
1995 
2 100 LTCC: (H.4997 of 1995) Tobacco Divestment of 
Pension Funds 
1995 
2 101 LTCC: (H.4997 of 1995) Tobacco Divestment of 
Pension Funds 
1995 
2 102 LTCC: (Budget Amendment 939 of 1996), Tobacco 
Divestment of Pension Funds 
undated, 1996 
2 103 LTCC: (H.6253 of 1996) Tobacco Divestment of 
Pension Funds 
1996 
2 104 LTCC: (S.2191, Budget Amendment 940 of 1996), 
Tobacco Disclosure 
1996 
2 105 LTCC: (Budget Amendment 314 of [1997]), Sale of 
Tobacco to Minors 
undated 
2 106 LTCC: (H.1313 of 1997) Smoking Sections in 
Restaurants 
1996, 1997 
2 107 LTCC: (H.3810 of 1997) Prohibit Smoking in 1997 
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Restaurants 
2 108 LTCC: (H.3811 of 1997) Prohibit Smoking in the State 
House 
1994, 1997 
2 109 LTCC: (H.3905 of 1997) Tobacco Divestment of 
Pension Funds 
1997 
2 110 Massachusetts Central Artery Rail Link Legislative 
(MCARL) Caucus 
undated, 1992-
1993 
3 111 Older Citizens’ Concerns Caucus undated, 1993, 
1994 
3 112 JFK Memorial Commission (JFKMC): 
Correspondence 
undated, 1986-
1990, 1992-1993 
3 113 JFKMC: Election Holiday undated, 1986 
3 114 JFKMC: Election Holiday Legislation undated, 1952, 
1988-1989, 
1992-1993 
3 115 JFKMC: Election Holiday, Municipalities’ Resolutions 1987 
3 116 JFKMC: Election Holiday, News Clippings undated, 1986-
1988 
3 117 JFKMC: Election Holiday, Other States undated, 1975, 
1979, 1981 
3 118 JFKMC: Election Holiday Supporters undated, 1986, 
1987 
3 119 JFKMC: Meeting Notes 1987-1988, 
1991-1992 
3 120 JFKMC: Rose Kennedy Day undated, 1990 
3 121 Election Law Committee (ELC): Absentee Voting 1910, 1974 
3 122 ELC: Campaign Finance undated, 1966, 
1974 
3 123 ELC: Campaign Finance Legislation 1980, 1983-
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1984, 1990 
3 124 ELC: Election Day Procedures, Legislation 1973-1974 
3 125 ELC: Forms of Signatures on Nominating Papers undated, 1973-
1974 
3 126 ELC: Nomination Papers Gathering [1991] 
3 127 ELC: Polling Hours Legislation 1973-1983 
3 128 ELC: Presidential Primary Ballots 1993 
3 129 ELC: Redistricting 1997 
3 130 ELC: Redistricting undated, 1990-
1992 
3 131 ELC: Residency Requirements for Voters 1971-1974 
3 132 ELC: State Census Abolition 1987, 1990, 1994 
3 133 ELC: Term Limits 1993 
3 134 ELC: Voter Registration Legislation undated, 1972-
1975, 1980, 
1983-1984 
3 135 ELC: Voter Registration, Mail in Registration Report 1984 
3 136 ELC: Voter Registration, (H.3354 of 1993), Motor-
Voter 
1992-1994 
3 137-157 ELC: Voter Registration by Mail, Question 6, AFL-CIO 1986 
3 158 ELC: Voting Rights 1972, 1974-1975 
3 159 ELC: Voting Rights for Inmates 1971 
3 160 ELC: (H.5078 of 1973) Abolishing the Executive 
Council 
1973-1974 
3 161 ELC: (H.5272 of 1973) Establishment of Office of 
Elections 
1973 
3 162 ELC: (H.805 of 1974) Redistricting 1973-1974 
3 163 ELC: (H.4260 of 1974) Order of Names on Ballot 1974 
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3 164 ELC: (H.2863 of 1975) Abolishing the Executive 
Council 
1975 
3 165 ELC: (H.4760 of 1985) Mail in Voter Registration 1985 
3 166 ELC: (H.2110 of 1990) Technical Amendments undated, 1990 
3 167 ELC: (H.3394 of 1991) Voter Registration Certificates 1991 
3 168 ELC: (H.5164 of 1993) Accountable Politics 1993 
3 169 Energy Committee (EC): Gas Tax undated, 1992-
1995 
3 170 EC: Initiative Petition 91-9, Gas Tax undated, 1991 
3 171 EC: (H.2980 of 1991), Free Market in the Sale of 
Petroleum Products, “Branding” 
undated, 1990-
1992 
3 172-174 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.5269 of 1992) (3 folders) 
undated, 1992-
1994 
4 175 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.4490 of 1993), Correspondence Received 
1993-1994 
4 176 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.4490 of 1993), Correspondence Sent 
undated, 1993, 
1994 
4 177 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.4490 of 1993), Press Clippings 
1992-1994 
4 178 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.5393 of 1993), Vehicle Emissions and 
Inspection Program 
1993 
4 179 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.4653 of 1994) 
1994 
4 180 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.4679 of 1994) 
undated, 1994-
1996 
4 181 EC: Shipping Motor Fuel from Multiple Sources Gas 
Tax: (H.3793 of 1997) 
1997-1998 
4 182 Housing and Urban Development Committee (HUDC): undated, 1978, 
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Landlord Entry: Other States 1982 
4 183 HUDC: Landlord Entry: Reports undated, 1992-
1993 
4 184 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.5071 of 1980) 1980 
4 185 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.5150, H.6629 of 1981) 1981 
4 186 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.1121 of 1982) 1982 
4 187 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.2982 of 1982) 1982 
4 188 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.4253 of 1982) undated, 1982 
4 189 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.5339 of 1983) undated, 1983 
4 190 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.5339 of 1983), 
Correspondence 
undated, 1983 
4 191 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.5404 of 1984) undated, 1984 
4 192 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.4765 of 1985) undated, 1978, 
1980-1982, 1985 
4 193 HUDC: Landlord Entry: (H.6432 of 1985) undated, 1985 
4 194 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.6169 of 1992) undated, 1992 
4 195 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: H.6169 of 1992), 
Correspondence 
undated, 1992, 
1993 
4 196 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.6169 of 1992), 707 
Program, MRVP 
undated,  1992 
4 197 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.2026 of 1993), No Shut 
Off to Tenants 
1993 
4 198 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.2042 of 1993), Mortgage 
Notification 
1993 
4 199 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.2580 of 1993), 
Community Residence Tenancy 
undated, 1993 
4 200 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (H.4519 of 1993), Rental 
Vouchers 
1993 
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4 201 HUDC: Rental Vouchers: (S.1662 of 1994), Title VII 1994 
4 202 State Administration Committee (SAC): Budget 1973, 1974 
4 203 SAC: Petition Rights (H.6583 of 1974) 1974 
4 204 SAC: Open Meetings Legislation 1973, 1974 
4 205 SAC: Lobby Regulation Legislation 1972-1974 
4 206 SAC: Lobby Regulation 1975, 1977 
4 207 SAC: Public Records Access: Cross undated, 1972 
4 208 SAC: Public Records Access: Copy Charges undated, 1981, 
1983 
4 209 SAC: Public Records Access: Freedom of Information undated, 1971, 
1973-1975, 1982 
4 210 SAC: Public Records Access: Other States 1973 
4 211 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.1622, H. 6302 of 
1972), Defining Public Records Availability 
1972 
4 212 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.1127 of 1973), 
Public Records Access 
undated, 1973 
4 213 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.6494 of 1973), 
Establishing an Archives Advisory Commission 
1973 
4 214 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.7310 of 1973), 
Appraisal 
undated, 1973 
4 215 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.7433 of 1973), Toll 
Cards and Civil Litigation 
undated, 1973 
4 216 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.7850 of 1973), 
Revising the Records Conservation Board 
undated, 1973 
4 217 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.2658 of 1974), 
Improving State Administration Procedure Law 
1974 
4 218 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.4365 of 1974), Filing 
Rules and Regulations with State Librarian 
1974 
4 219 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.5152, H.5244, 1974 
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H.5245 of 1974), Public Information Officers 
4 220 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.5153 of 1974), 
Defining Availability of Public Records 
1974 
4 221 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.6197 of 1974), Civil 
Litigation and Appraisal 
1974 
4 222 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.6583 of 1974), Carry 
Over Provisions for Petitioners, etc. 
1974 
4 223 SAC: Public Records Access: (S.19 of 1974), Birth 
Certificates For Genealogical Research 
1974 
4 224 SAC: Public Records Access: (S.700 of 1974), 
Promulgation of Certain Regulations 
undated, 1974 
4 225 SAC: Public Records Access: (H.1995 of 1979), 
Public Records and Civil Litigation 
1979 
4 226 Transportation Committee: MBTA undated, 1977, 
1978-1981 
4 227 Transportation Committee: (H.4650) Special Plates undated 
 
Series IV: Subject Files, 1971-1997  
Scope and Content 
This series documents issues of interest to Businger, specifically related to his efforts toward 
social reform, his re-election campaigns, and legislation of interest to Businger. Also included are 
photographs, correspondence, and reports. Constituent correspondence is restricted because it 
deals with personal matters, mostly about housing issues. 
 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged in their original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
4 228 Re-Election  1992 
4 229 Re-Election Endorsements undated, 1984 
4 230 Re-Election Questionnaires 1984 
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4 231 Abortion, Correspondence 1973, 1974, 1978 
4 232 Abortion, Legislation undated, 1971, 1974 
4 233 Bumper Stickers, Register to Vote [197?] 
4 234 Chanukah 1997 
4 235 Census Rules in Massachusetts, Re: Voters undated, 1971, 1972, 
1974 
4 236 Criminal Justice Reform undated 1971, 1973, 
1974 
4 237 Deafness Programs undated, 1971, 1978 
4 238 Death Penalty Correspondence 1994 
4 239 Education Funding undated, 1993, 1995 
4 240 Open Space Bond Bill (H.5763 of 1996) 1996 
4 241-242 Photographs (2 folders) 1992 
4 243 Prison Bond Bill undated, 1995 
4 244 Saltonstall “Sick” Building (H.5172 of 1997) 1997 
4 245 Constituent Correspondence RESTRICTED undated, 1984, 1993 
 
 
